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take the consultations, to oblige the reverend gentleman’s suc-
cessor, Dr. Gatehouse." The patient received a powder to be
rubbed into his head, and a lotion to wash off the powder,
with some drops to be taken internally. After rubbing in the
powder and sousing the head accordingly for some days, he be-
came affected with suppurative phlebitis of the veins of the
scalp, and died. The surgeon called in had recognised the
nature of the disease during life, and after death the phlebitis
of the veins of the scalp and cranium was very evident. The
result of the chemical examination of the powder by Mr. J. E.
D. Rogers was, that it consisted of common oatmeal and a
considerable per-centage of ordinary nitre in unusual-sized grit.
His opinion was, that on rubbing the powder in its gritty con-
dition on the surface of the head, the grit of the nitre broke
the skin, and produced irritation. The lotion appeared to be a
harmless solution of acetate of ammonia and tincture of lytta,
a kind of hair-wash. The jury, after a protracted deliberation,
returned the following special verdict :-

" That the deceased died from the mortal effects of coma,
brought on by disease in the frontal vein in his head, and after
he had used certain external remedies to his head; and that by
what means the said disease was occasioned there was not suffi-
cient evidence to prove. The jurors, further, cannot but pass
a most severe censure upon Mr. John Ogle Else, for lending his
name and countenance to the use of quack medicines, as sup-
plied to the deceased John Hays, from the establishment, 18,
Bloomsbury-street, Bedford-square, and which is at the present
time presided over by him, and which was known as that of
the Rev. Wm. Willis Moseley, A.M., LL.D."
We commend the conduct of Mr. Else to the unfavourable

consideration of the Medical Council.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MEDiCAL PRACTITIONERS.

IN the charge of the Recorder of London to the Grand Jury
at the Central Criminal Court, he laid down the doctrine of
medical responsibility in very clear language, apropos of the
lamentable case of alleged maltreatment by cutting away the
intestines during labour. He said-

’’ There was only one charge that in any way involved the
destruction of human life, and that was a charge of manslaughter,
and the circumstances under which it was made were rather
peculiar. The person accused was a surgeon, and the offence

imputed to him was that he had, by negligence and unskilful-
ness, caused the death of a woman. He had been called in to
attend her during childbirth. It was not necessary for him to
enter into the details of the case, but it was right he should
inform them what the law required should be established to
support such a prosecution. A medical man who undertook to
perform a duty of this description was bound to bring to it a
reasonable amount of skill and knowledge of his profession, and
if this was done he would not be answerable for any fatal con-
sequences that ensued ; and it was only in case the grand jury
should be satisfied that a medical man was guilty of gross
negligence, or that he had exhibited gross ignorance of his pro-
fession, and that the death of the patient was the consequence
of that ignorance, that they would be justified in finding a bill
for manslaughter. Every medical man was of course liable to
make a mistake, and he would not be criminally responsible
for the consequences if it should appear that he had exercised
reasonable skill and caution; and it was only in the case where
a medical man, as he had before stated, was guilty of gross
negligence, or evinced a gross want of knowledge of his profes-
sion, that he could be held criminally responsible."

COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

THE Councillors retiring by rotation at the College of Sur-
geons on the present occasion will be Mr. Cock and Mr. Tatum.
Of course they will offer themselves for re-election. In accord-
ance with the precedent set by the recent election of Mr. Fer-
gusson, it is understood that the friends of Mr. Erichsen and
Mr. Paget (of Leicester) will put forward those two gentlemen
as candidates. In the usual course there would have been three

vacancies by retirement, but the third in rotation is Mr. Caesar
Hawkins, who is this year President. It is according to official
custom that he should not withdraw. His retirement is there-

fore postponed until next year, when there will be four vacan-
cies.

SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. PIERPOINT.

ALTHOUGH the verdict in the late trial was in favour of the

defendant, Mr. Pierpoint has still a cruel, because unjust,
burden to bear, in the form of expenses. It is even probable
that he may not recover costs from the plaintiff. Under these
circumstances we have opened a subscription on behalf of Mr.
Pierpoint, which we trust will meet with general support from
the profession. Subscriptions will be received at THE LANCET
Office, and duly published.

THE LANCET ............ &pound;5 5 0

Robert Barnes, M.D....... I 1 0

J. F. Clarke, Esq.......... 1 1 0

CAYENNE PEPPER IN DELIRIUM TREMENS.
To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,- "When the Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals and
Fleets at the Melville Hospital, Chatham, drew the attention
of the profession to the wonderful effects of Cayenne pepper
and old Tom in delirium tremens in your valuable journal of
the 8th March, I wish he had also conveyed to the profession
the fact that this self-same remedy has been in use by the
negroes in Jamaica from time immemorial, not only in delirium
tremens, but in every disease to which flesh is heir.
In the beginning of 1857, I happened to be for a few hours

in Port Royal harbour, and on the recommendation of a brother
officer resident there, who had imbibed the negro fallacy, I was
induced to prescribe the identical dose recommended by Dr.
C. R. Kinnear in a case of incipient fever, and I need scarcely
say that, instead of affording relief, the patient felt, to use his
own expression, "as if a hole had been burnt in his stomach;"
and I was not greatly surprised, for one may as well drink a
glass of alcohol in a state of combustion. It was then, in the
beginning of 1857, as strongly recommended in delirium tre-
mens at Port Royal as it is now by the Deputy Inspector-
General of Hospitals and Fleets at the Melville Hospital ; but
the general impression amongst naval surgeons was, that there
was a lesa fiery and much more effectual way of getting rid of
the disease by the good old plan so clearly laid down and so
strongly recommended by Dr. Watson.
For Dr. C. R. Kinnear’s benefit, I would recommend him to

try the following plan of treatment, which in my opinion is

particularly applicable to sailors and marines, and certainly
more in accordance with the scientific practice of medicine than
the exhibition of Cayenne pepper and old Tom. When the

patient first presents himself, if noisy and unmanageable, with-
out irritation of the stomach, give an emetic of ipecacuanha.
After the vomiting has ceased, give six or eight grains of
calomel, and follow it up in three hours by a full dose of castor
oil. ’When the oil has operated freely, or, better, at the usual
hour of retiring to rest, let the patient have a wineglassful
of genuine whisky, made into toddy, with forty or fifty drops
of laudanum, and I venture to say that he will have very little
further trouble with a case of delirium tremens occurring in the
Chatham division of Royal Marines. After all, I am disposed
to think that the great success of which the doctor boasts
arises entirely from the administration of purgatives and of
gin, and the quiet of the hospital. I, too, have had some ex-
perience of drunkards’ delirium amongst sailors and marines,
and I do think that, as a rule, an average of five days is per-
haps longer than usual.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
NOT A DEPUTY INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF

April, 1862. HOSPITALS AND FLEETS.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-The subjects of the
Lettsomian Lectures, selected for next year, are " General
Hygiene," and" The Diseases of Children," to deliver which
the Council of the Society have appointed Dr. James Bird,
F.R.C.P., and Thomas Bryant, Esq., F.R.C.S.


